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NOTES FROM PRACTICE. 


By J. ScuNeck, M.D., Mr. CARMEL, ILLINOIS. 


BOUT December 

the epizootic, which 

been spreading over the eastern 

part of the United States and 

gradually wending its way west- 

ward, put in an appearance in our vi- 

cinity; and almost all horses, good 

and bad, were more or less severely 
affected with it. 

In a few weeks after this onset, 
cases of erysipelas began to be fre- 
quently met with, (usually beginning 
on the face ;) and by the first of Feb- 
ruary (two months), we found our- 
selves in the midst of an epidemic of 
erysipelas. 

Simultaneously with the beginning 
of the erysipelas, many of our obstet- 
ric cases would have a “bad getting 
up”; and by February, cases of puer- 
peral metro-peritonitis were met 
with, here and there. Soon after 


Ist, 1872, 


had . 





this, cases of cerebro-spinal meningi- 
tis were heard of, and seen, in almost 
all localities of our county and vicin- 
ity; in some localities producing fear- 
ful havoc, being usually fatal; but in 
our own immediate precinct, it never 
became very abundant or virulent. 
During all this time, there were no 
cases of scarlatina or diphtheria heard 
of in our neighborhood. This con- 
dition of things continued, more or 
less violent, until about the first of 
April; when with the approach of 
pleasant weather the epizootic, erysip- 
elas, puerperal metro-peritonitis and 
cerebro-spinal meningitis had all 
gradually disappeared ; and no more 
was heard of either until this winter 
(1873-74),there having been a few spo- 
radic cases of the latter disease. Of 
the erysipelas patients, there were no 
fatal cases, that I heard of, although, 
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on a rough counting up, I find there 
were fully 300 cases treated by the 
physicians of this place. 
anchor in all cases was: Mur. tinct. 
iron and quinine. Of the spotted fe- 
ver cases, I treated but three, all of 
which recovered; the treatment em- 
ployed was large doses of bromide of 
potassium, and a blister to the nape 
of the neck for the first 12-20 hours; 
then quinine and stimulants, with fl. 
ex. calabar bean and ergot; and in 
two, where there were symptoms of ef- 
fusion into the cavities of the brain, 
blisters to all four extremities were 
resorted to. 

Of the cases of puerperal metro- 
peritonitis, all fully developed cases 
died; and in all cases the immediate 
cause appeared to be some inju- 
diciousness on the part of the 
patient. 
in my practice. The first was 
doing well until forty-eight hours 
after labor, when the 
was ushered in with a chill. 
called and, upon inquiry, found she 
had sat up in bed, talked and laughed 
a great deal during the first twenty- 
four hours, contrary to the most pos- 
itive orders I had left in the morn- 
ing; she died on the fifth day after 
accouchement, and third day of the 
disease. ‘This was a large, rugged, 
but not very fleshy woman, aged thir- 
ty-four years; sixth accouchement; 
labor natural and easy. 

The second was a large and fleshy 
person, in her fifteenth confinement, 
aged forty years. Had three convul- 
sions before labor was terminated, 
and seven during the two days after, 
during most of which time she was 
very restless ; the convulsions stopped 
after copious depletion and free use 
of diuretics. In this case, also, the 


But three cases occurred 


disease 
I was 
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disease was ushered in with a chill, 
on the fourth day after labor; and in 
five days more she was a corpse. 

The third case was a lean, weakly 
person, in her first confinement ; was 
doing well until the fifth day after la- 
bor, when her parents made her a 
visit; she sat up and talked with 
them, and made one trip to the 
kitchen; that evening metro-perito- 
nitis was ushered in by a chill, and in 
four days she was dead. 

The symptoms in the foregoing 
cases were very uniform; rigors at 
the outset: exceedingly rapid and ir- 
regular pulse; hurried respiration; 
suppression of milk and_ lochia, 
vomiting and diarrhoea; abdom- 
inal tenderness and swelling; tongue 
coated and dry; delirium and death. 
The treatment employed was some- 
what varied; veratrum and opium, fo- 
mentations and poultices were mainly 
relied on. 

Of the eighteen other cases of la- 
bor that I attended from Decem- 
ber 1, 1872, to April 1 - follow- 
ing, all had a moderately good 
recovery; but in all cases,,.! have 
good reasons to believe, iy, di- 
rections were fully carried out, 7. ¢., 
keep quiet, and in the recumbent po- 
sition, and as free from all excite- 
ment as is possible. In addition to 
this, in most of the cases, an antisep- 
tic was given, both before and during 
accouchement. Not being previously 
engaged in some cases, this rule was 
not strictly adhered to. The anti- 
septics used were sodz sulphis or 
mur. tinct. iron, with bromochloro- 
lum as a disinfectant. The conclu- 
sions that may be drawn from the 
foregoing imperfect history are: 

(2) That, in the diseases above 
mentioned, including the epizootic, 
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there is an origin from similar 
causes, viz.: Epidemic, (let the ma- 
teries morbi be what it may.) 

(4) Though scarlatina and diph- 
theria may appear, in some in- 
stances, to have acted the part of 
cause or effect to metro-peritonitis, in 
this instance no such cause or effect 
can be attributed to them. 

(c) Our main reliance for saving 





the lives of parturient women during 
an epidemic of metro-peritonitis, is 
in prophylactic treatment. 

(¢) If antiseptics are the best pro- 
phylactics, why are they not the most 
curative ? 

P.S..—We should be glad to hear 
from other parts of the State on this 
subject. 


NINE CALCULI TAKEN FROM ONE PATIENT. 





I URING the recent visit of the 
members of the State Med- 


ical Society to Mercy Hospital, 
Prof. E. Andrews brought _ be- 
fore them a newly entered pa- 


tient, suspected of having vesical 
calculus. He introduced a sound, 
and proved by the audible click that 
the suspicion was well founded. 
The sensation communicated by the 
instrument also proved that the case 
was multiple, and the stones of pretty 
The patient was about fifty 
years »f age, but in fair health, and 
the Lia ider not much inflamed. The 
large quantity of calculous material 
present, and the great apparent hard- 
ness of the stones, judged by the 
sharpness of the click elicited, when 
struck, determined the case to be 
suitable for lithotomy rather than 
lithotrity. The patient was then 
placed on a free use of tinct. of iron 
for a few days, to prepare his system 
for the operation, and assigned a well- 
ventilated ward, where his portion of 
the air-space amounted to 3,000 cubic 
feet. He was placed on a new mat- 
tress and given a pillow,whose feathers 
had been renovated by hot steam, 
and the tick washed, that no pyzmic 


large size. 





or septicemic infection might lurk in 
the bedding, as it is too often the 
case in hospitals. The plan pursued 
by Dr. Andrews is to have the con- 
tents of every mattress burned as 
soon as the patient leaves it, while the 
tick is sent to the laundry. The 
feathers of the pillows are renovated 
by boiling hot steam, as above stated, 
and the pillow-ticks sent to the laun- 


‘dry with that of the mattress. In 


this way every patient comes virtually 
upon a new mattress, and upon pil- 
lows as pure as new ones. 

While preliminarily taking the iron 
for a few days, the patient was or- 
dered good nourishing diet, and di- 
rected to spend a considerable por- 
tion of his time out of doors, but not 
to undertake any violent exercises. 

On May 25, he was placed on the 
table and anesthetized with  sul- 
phuric ether. Prof. Andrews then 
proceeded to perform lithotomy by 
the usual lateral method. The first 
introduction of the forceps brought 
away a smooth stone over an inch in 
diameter, with three large facets upon 
it, showing that there were other cal- 
The second trial drew 


The third 


culi present. 
out two smaller stones. 
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brought away another large one ; the 
fourth, fifth, sixth, etc., had the same 
result until nine calculi had been ex- 
tracted, six of which were over one 
inch each in diameter. The com- 
bined weight of the nine stones was 
five and a half avoirdupois ounces. 
They were all smoothed by attrition, 
and rendered somewhat triangular by 
the arrangement of the flattened faces, 
that rested against each other, so that 
the six larger ones fitted together in a 
sort of circle, as shown in the accom- 


panying engraving, which doubtless 
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indicates the way they lay in the 
bladder. The three smaller stones 
were likewise more or less angular in 
form, and polished. ‘The engraving 
is about two-thirds of the actual di- 
ameter. 

Twenty-four hours after the opera- 
tion, the patient (who had lived ina 
malarious district) had a severe chill, 
followed by some hours of fever, and 
closing with a copious sweat. Vig- 
orous doses of quinine prevented any 
repetition of the chills, and tincture of 
iron was given in addition five times 
a day. 

On the tenth day some enteric dis- 
turbance, resembling that of typhoid 
fever, occurred, and the treatment 
was changed to nitric acid and 
strychnia. At present (thirteenth 
day), this complication still exists, 
with a slight fever and some want of 
moisture on the tongue. The wound 
looks well, but the temperature of the 
body, tested in the axilla, is over 101 
degrees. There are no pyzmic chills 
nor sweats. 

June roth—Patient doing well. 





DERANGEMENT OF THE SYMPATHETIC NERVOUS SYSTEM 


FOLLOWING 


INTERMITTENT FEVER. 


Curnic By Pror. Dan’L T. NELSON, IN Mercy Hospitrat, May 22, 1874. 


ROF. NELSON, in his clinics, 

this summer, selects a student 
and assigns him a patient, several 
days before the clinic, whose case he 
is to study, as best he can from books 
or other outside sources, and report 
the same in detail at the clinic, from 
written manuscript or otherwise—the 
class and Professor criticising, or ad- 
ding to the report, as they may see 





fit. The following is one of those 
clinics—J. R. Kewley being reporter 
for the day: 

This young man was attacked, some 
seventeen months ago, with intermit- 
tent fever, or ague of an irregular 
triple-quotidian variety, previous to 
which time he had been strong, 
healthy and robust. After a few 
months of medication the paroxysms 
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disappeared, and he seemed to be 
nearly well. At this time, through 
the advice of a companion, he took a 
very large dose of cantharides, which 
was speedily followed by the charac- 
teristic symptoms of poisoning by this 
agent—such as burning along the ali- 
mentary canal, with nausea, attempts 
at vomiting, constriction of throat, 
and difficult swallowing; pain in the 
kidneys and along the urinary pas- 
sages, with violent burning during 
micturition, etc. He soon seemed to 
recover from these symptoms, but 
ever afterward he experienced a lan- 
guor and dullness, or mental inactivity, 
at times. He passed but little urine, 
and that high-colored; tongue heavily 
coated ; appetite, digestion and sleep, 
good; bowels, at times, regular; 
again irregular; feces, of normal 
color; had no pain any place and, 
when at rest, seemed quite strong.; 
but-upon slight exertion would be- 
come much fatigued. He seemed to 
run on in this way until last July, 
when his troubles kept him to his 
bed for some time; since which time 
his symptoms have corresponded to 
those before it, with occasionally a 
chilly feeling in the morning, followed 
by slight fever in the afternoon. Not 
improving any, and being unable to 
attend to business, he sold out and 
came to the city, in the hope of being 
cured. After trying quite a number 
of our city physicians without any 
beneficial effects, he entered the hos- 
pital, nearly three weeks ago. When 
I first saw him, his symptoms were 
those already enumerated, with the 
exception that he has not now any of 
the chilly mornings, followed by fever 
in the afternoon. In addition to 
these symptoms I noticed that, al- 
though the pulse was nearly normal 





in frequency, about eighty, moder- 
ately large and full, the artery 
was quite easily compressed. On 
auscultation, the heart was found 
to contract rather quickly (not very 
strongly), and the interval of rest be- 
tween the contractions was slightly 
prolonged. Upon testing the urine I 
found it normal in quality, except, 
perhaps, a slightly deficient amount 
of urea; could not detect any other 
symptoms, except those of a negative 
character. 

Our text-books, as far as I have 
examined, give but very little informa- 
tion regarding troubles of this nature. 

My preceptor, Prof. N. S. Davis, 
says, “that in ague that continues to 
persist for many months, we have the 
ganglia of the great sympathetic at 
times affected. Those ganglia, situ- 
ated in the abdominal region, being 
first impressed; then the cardiac 
plexus; and, finally, but rarely, the 
ganglia within the cranium itself.” 
In these cases the exact nature of the 
change in the ganglia is not under- 
stood, the affection being marked 
more by the derangement or perver- 
sion of the organic functions than by 
any pathological condition or lesion 
of these numerous ganglia. We have 
no pain any place; the patient to his 
friends may seem well, and even to 
himself, while in a state of inactivity; 
but upon exertion of any kind, he 
finds he becomes wearied; has no 
strength, no endurance. There may 
be, as a result of this organic de- 
rangement, dullness or stupidity of 
the brain or mental functions; defi- 
cient power in the contractility of the 
heart, and, as in this case, a rather 
quick contraction with a prolonged 
interval of rest; the frequency of the 
pulse may be normal, but the artery is 





292 
easily compressed. There may be mal- 
nutrition of the body either slight or 
exaggerated, and, asa result, an anem- 
ic condition of the system; or, upon the 
other hand, the digestion and assimi- 
lation may be fair; appetite and sleep 
good ; the bowels may or may not be 
regular. I think the derangement or 
debility of these numerous ganglia 
will explain many of our patient’s 
symptoms. We can easily under- 
stand how this derangement might 
cause all of the organic manifesta- 
tions presented by him. We 
comprehend how, from this cause, 


can 


the peristaltic action of the bowels | 


may be diminished or the function of 
the liver deranged, and thus cause 
It will 
explain the slight derangement of 
nutrition. 
that impaired nutrition of the nerves 


irregularity of the bowels. 
We can apprehend how 


would depress the muscular tone of 
the entire system ; how, through mal- 
nutrition, or sympathy, or both, the 
encephalon will become more or less 
deranged and incapable of any great 
degree of activity. In this patient I 
would say we have a typical case of 
this peculiar debility,—or derange- 
ment of the sympathetic, following 
intermittent fever. Probably there 
was sufficient irritation of the kid- 
neys, resulting from the physiological 
action of the cantharides on these 
organs, to account for the small quan- 
tity of urine now passed, the patient, 
at times, micturating but once a day 
and then only a small quantity. 
And, as I before stated, urea was 
somewhat deficient in quantity, in 
what was voided, indicating a de- 
fective elimination of urea from the 
system. This derangement, we well 
know, would augment the already 
pre-existing dullness in the head. I 
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am aware that the treatment the pa- 
tient is now under, points to the liver 
as the probable seat of disease in the 
estimation of his attendants; but I 
have failed to find sufficient grounds 
to explain all of the symptoms here 
presented, by any condition of that 
organ. It may explain some of the 
symptoms; but does not the condi- 
tion of the liver depend, not upon 
any pathological lesion, but upon the 
derangement of these organic ganglia, 
of which I have spoken ? 

ProGNOsis.—I do not see any rea- 
son why this patient cannot perfectly 
it will, undoubt- 
edly, be some time before a cure can 
be effected. Many months of medica- 
tion have passed by; but this fact is, 
I think, accounted for more by in- 
correct diagnosis, and hence, faulty 
medication, than by the incurability 
of the malady. 

TREATMENT.—At first thought we 
might look for tonic remedies, whose 
action is manifested upon the sympa- 
thetic, but as yet we have no remedy 
that is positively known to act as a 
tonic on this nervous system. Digi- 
talis does, perhaps, have some such 
action; it certainly tones up the 
heart’s action. In this case it is 
strongly indicated, not only for this 
action, but also on account of its 
diuretic property. We might add to 
it some other diuretic, as sweet spirits 
of nitre. Prof. Davis uses this com- 
bination, at times: One part of 
digitalis to three of sweet spirits of 
nitre, given in dram-doses about half 
an hour after meals, properly diluted 
with water. Strychnia, or nux vom- 
ica, with some of the more mild salts 
of iron, such as lactate, tartrate, oF 
citrate, would undoubtedly be a use- 
ful tonic : enriching the blood ; toning 


recover, although 
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up the muscular system; in fact, in- 
vigorating all the organic functions 
of the body. It is generally acceded 
that strychnia acts only on the spinal 
chord, or at most upon the cerebro- 
spinal nervous system. Yet Prof. 
Davis thinks he has seen benefit de- 
rived to the sympathetic, from its use, 
many times. Quinia might be added 
to the iron and strychnia with benefit, 
yet there does not seem to be very 
strong indications for its use now, 
not so much as there was a few weeks 
ago. If given atall, it should be used 
in small tonic doses. The mineral 
acids might also be used to advantage. 

Prof. Nelson—(synopsis)—Gentle- 
men: \ think our reporter has given 
us a fair idea of this case, from be- 
ginning to end, and, upon the whole, 
I agree with him. ‘These cases are 
not as rare as they used to be, and I 
would advise you all to give close at- 
tention to them. ‘There should be 
more care and study given to them 
than to some 
stretched upon their backs. The 
physician is prone to pass them by 
(and frequently does), with the re- 
mark, he is a “ hypochondriac,” he is 
“indolent.” ‘There is not much the 
matter; you would be surprised, if 
you could remove all the disease, to 
see how small it is! The patient, 
likewise, would be equally surprised 
to find himself so much relieved, so 
much better! The reporter got a 
wrong idea regarding the condition 
of the discharges from the bowels, 
unintentionally on the part of the pa- 
tient. They are not normal, or, at 
least, have not been—they being of a 
brown color instead of a yellowish. 
The physician is often led astray by 
the patient saying the faeces are nor- 
mal, when, if you askhim, “Are they 


patients who are— 





yellow or greenish?” he, not unfre- 
quently, will reply: “No; they are 
black or brown.” In diseases that 
implicate the alimentary canal I at- 
tach more importance to the condi- 
tion of the discharges, than to the 
tongue, circulation, etc. First, in 
these cases, direct your attention to 
the bowels. If the stools are not 
normal, you might give some pil. 
hydg., night and morning. Nitro- 
muriatic acid with strychnia is very 
good. We have treated this case 
thus, giving him also quinia. I do 
not think the treatment of our re- 
porter can be improved much. To- 
day we will change the treatment. 
Digitalis will be given to tone up the 
circulation and to act as a diuretic; 
it is one of the best remedies we 
could use. The kidneys are not 
much involved in this case I think, 
there being only, perhaps, a slight ir- 
ritation remaining from the action of 
the cantharides. The digitalis will 
be a sufficient diuretic, I think. The 
nitro-muriatic acid, strychnia, and 
quinia will be given three times a 
day. I think they are the best rem- 
edies we could use. In this case, 
iron is not indicated as much as is 
generally the case in these patients. 
I will not give it, although it would 
do no harm, but probably good. In 
regard to the action of these medi- 
cines: Our books are silent in re- 
gard to the tonic action of remedies 
on the sympathetic; but I think all 
these remedies, and many others, act 
directly upon this part of the nervous 
system. It is only upon this ground 
that we can explain many of the re- 
sults of their application in disease. 
I have no other criticisms or sugges- 
tions to make. June 6th, patient is 
steadily improving. 
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TWO CASES OF DIRECT TRANSFUSION FROM ANIMAL TO MAN. 


Reported by H. Gradle, M.D. 


S these are the first instances in 
this country of an operation so 
long regarded as a curiosity, there is 
certainly sufficient interest connected 
with them to warrant their publica- 
tion, as successful operative proced- 
ures merely, without regard to their 
influence on the malady against which 
they were employed. The latter, of 
course, cannot be appreciated at so 
short an interval since their perform- 
ance. Dr. Hasse, of Nordhasen 
(Germany), has_ successfully trans- 
fused from lamb to man in about 
forty cases, claiming to have cured 
amongst these several advanced cases 
of Phthisis. Dr. Proegler, of Addi- 
son, Illinois, induced principally by 
these experiments, had for some 
time intended to repeat them, but 
only lately was this made possible by 
the consent of a patient, suffering 
from that disease. 

I. Mr. G. R,, a very intelligent 
teacher, consumptive for two and a 
half years, accepted transfusion as his 
last chance for life, to aid in the per- 
formance of which Dr. Proegler in- 
vited Doctors Hotz, Wild and my- 
self. After some little trouble in pro- 
curing a fit animal, a healthy lamb 
was finally obtained for Friday, May 
29, when the operation was under- 
taken. ‘The lamb being secured on a 
ham-shaped board, its carotid artery 
was laid bare and surrounded by two 
loose ligatures, while the patient’s 
median-basilic vein was prepared in 
a similar manner. The distal liga- 
ture was thereupon tightened so as to 





occlude the artery, the vessel com- 
pressed by the fingers on the proxi- 
mal side opened by a longitudinal in- 
cision, and a slightly S-shaped glass ca- 
nula, terminating in a bulbous extrem- 
ity, introduced and held firmly. The 
other end of the canula was con- 
nected through a rubber hose of 
twelve inches in length with a similar 
tube, and the entire apparatus filled 
with a weak, warm solution of carbon- 
ate of soda, which was then allowed 
to become displaced by the current of 
blood, whereupon the other canula 
was made to enter the patient’s vein. 
Compression of hose and artery, be- 
fore employed to prevent loss of 
blood, was now discontinued, and for 
ninety seconds a stream of vital fluid 
was allowed to flow into the patient’s 
system, the quantity being estimated 
by the subsequently ascertained ra- 
pidity of the current, at about eight 
ounces. 

Immediately a sense of warmth 
spread from the incision over the pa- 
tient’s entire surface ; the face became 
flushed; the pulse s/ackened, but full 
and firm ; a slight fw//ness in the head, 
increased to excessive vertigo; ring- 
ing in the ears was heard; vision be- 
came indistinct ; svowflakes seemed to 
appear before the eyes, while a con- 
stantly increasing dyspnoea indicated 
the discontinuance of the transfu- 
sion. All symptoms disappeared in 
a few minutes, and nothing was ob- 
served until, after about two hours, 
rigors set in, giving way after fif- ’ 
teen minutes to a rather high fever, 
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the temperature rising to 104°, the 
pulse to 115 beats, leaving the patient 
towards the middle of the night in a 
sound sleep. On the next evening 
the fever was repeated, but only in 
moderate intensity. 

The urine is said to have been 
highly colored, though not bloody, 
but was not examined for albumen, 
which Hasse had always found. No 
marked alteration in the patient’s 
subjective condition has as yet been 
observed. His appetite was for a 
few days rather poor, but this is now 
improving. An_ urticaria, which 
Hasse had always met with, appeared 
after eight days, covering the greater 
part of the integument, except over 
the chest, and subsided in about 
three days; its subsidence being ac- 
companied with the vanishing of a 
strong odor of /amb, which had 
haunted the patient until now. 

II. The same operation was re- 
peated yesterday by Dr. Wild, with 
the assistance of the previously men- 
tioned gentlemen and some other 





medical friends, on Mr. K., a saloon- 
keeper, still farther advanced in 
pulmonary tuberculosis. The de- 
tails were the same, the trans- 
fusion lasting, with several inter- 
ruptions, fully 1oo seconds; the 
quantity transferred, 10-12 ounces. 
The subjective sensations were also 
similar, the dyspnoea, perhaps, more 
intense. In this case transient back- 
ache was also present. Immediately 
after the operation chilliness com- 
menced, the extremities turned blue, 
while the temperature (in the axilla) 
rose to 104°. As we were leaving, 
the patient had just entered the fe- 
brile stage. 

While these few remarks—for the 
privilege of publication of which I am 
indebted to Doctors Proegler and - 
Wild—do not contain sufficient data 
to form an opinion of the efficacy of 
the operation, they may at least induce 
repetitions of an apparently safe pro- 
cedure. 

Chicago, June 1o, 1874. 





THE REINDEER HUNTERS OF THE 
PyrENEES.—M. Piette has described 
tothe French Geological Society an 
interesting discovery of human re- 
mains of the Reindeer Age, in a cavern 
Opposite the village of Tortet, in the 
Pyrenees. Its contents consist of 
bones, hearths, and implements of 
various kinds, giving a very clear idea 
of the early Reindeer Age, and are of 
special interest, as they have been pro- 
tected by a layer of stalagmite from 
all disturbance since the time of their 
deposition. Amongst other things, 
M. Piette cites particularly many fet- 
ishes or amulets for suspension, which 





would seem to testify to the existence 
of some rudimentary sort of religious 
belief among these people. Bones of 
the reindeer were found bearing rep- 
resentations of fishes, snakes, rein- 
deer, and other animals, engraved 
with a delicacy and correctness of 
outline perfectly astonishing, consid- 
ering the instruments which the ar- 
tists had at their command. These 
figures are said to be fully equal to 
anything that Egyptian art ever suc- 
ceeded in producing. Similar re- 
mains were also found by M. Piette 
in the neighboring cave of Gourdan. 
— The London Globe. 








TRANSLATIONS. 





Translations. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF 


URETHRITIS BY CUBEBS AND THE 


OLEO-RESINS. 


From La France Medicale, of April 11, 1874. 


HERAPEUTICAL 
speculation and 

have found a wide field of career 
in the treatment of urethritis. Sev- 
eral causes have ‘here operated: One 
exists in the nature of the disease it- 
self, which presents an almost infinite 
variety of form and degree of inten- 
sity, from the inflammatory and blen- 
norrhagic disorders to the simplest ca- 
tarrhal gleet; another is to be found 
in the anatomical seat of the disease, 
where every irregularity of conduct 
or regime is productive of fixed re- 
sults. Still another lies in the influ- 
ence brought to bear by the patients 
themselves, who, in almost every in- 
stance, desire to be treated and cured 
in a secret manner. 

Practically, the distinction between 
blennorrhagia and acute urethritis, is 
difficult of recognition and rarely 
useful. Apart from their origin, 
where are their distinctive features to 
be seen? Surely a relative degree of 
virulence is not adequate to establish 
a difference. Is it not a matter of 
daily experience to meet with cases of 
simple urethritis, born of contact with 
a uterine catarrh, and producing, in 
turn, effects which are entirely simi- 
lar to those of gonorrhoea? It is to be 
noted simply, that in the two cases 
there is an exclusively local conta- 


anarchy, 
experiment, 





gion, exercising a reciprocal influence 
upon the vulvar and urethral mem- 
brane of the female, and the urethral 
membrane of the male. Here we find 
the limit of the blennorrhagic influ- 
ence. In the extremely rare cases 
where general phenomena of syphilis 
succeed, there is co-existence of a 
separate virus, a primitive lesion of 
specific disease has been developed at 
some concealed point of the urinary 
conduit. 

The methods of treatment hereto- 
fore employed can be classified in two 
great categories: 1st, external meas- 
ures tending to a direct modification 
of the mucous membrane, and 2nd, 
internal remedies intended to act fa- 
vorably upon the urinary canals by 
the intervention of the urine. 

Of late there have been numerous 
partisans of the external method. 
There are always patients whose so- 
cial position precludes the idea of 
other remedial measures, and these 
invariably find indefatigable allies 
among the interested vendors of se- 
cret and infallible injections. One 
variety of this method is the so-called 
abortive treatment, completely aban- 
doned to-day to the consternation of 
our friends the urethrotomists, who 
find their occupation gone, so far, at 
least, as these cases are concerned. 
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To this plan the substitutive and as- 
tringent injections have largely suc- 
ceeded. 

Substitutive injections are, in large 
proportion, of empirical origin. Swdb- 
stitutive irritations having proved of 
immense value in oculo-palpebral 
catarrh, it was quite natural to pre- 
sume that a similar treatment of 
urethral catarrh would be followed 
by like results. Accordingly, search 
was made high and low for a 
specific agent, which might be em- 
ployed. Here unfortunately a great 
error was committed. In order to 
understand how radical the differ- 
ence is between these two affections, 
it is only necessary to consider how 
the palpebral membrane is affected 
when blennorrhagic matter is applied 
to it. It is at once evident that the 


immense difference between simple 
blepharitis and purulent ophthalmia 


divides the two disorders, when oc- 
curring in an isolated field. Hence 
substitutive injections, even when 
employed at the outset, are rarely ef- 
ficacious in urethral catarrh. 

An important element in this latter 
affection is the frequent and irritating 
passage of urine over an inflamed 
mucous surface. The urine of the 
day is much more abundant than that 
of the night, and therefore much less 
irritative in every period of the ureth- 
ral disorder. It is for this reason 
that the complete resolution of the 
inflammation is so often not accom- 
plished in the later stages of the dis- 
ease, and that gonorrhoea is trans- 
formed into gleet. 

But therapeutic investigation once 
embarked in the direction of search 
for a specific injection, could not be 
Stayed. Every detersive or astrin- 
gent remedy was tried in turn. The 





sulphates of zinc and copper; the sub- 
nitrate of bismuth; the permanganate 
of potassa; all the mineral salts, in 
short, as well as the vegetable ex- 
tracts, and notably tannin, were suc- 
cessively employed. 

Tannin injections,* though greatly 
vaunted by Niemeyer, are rarely suc- 
cessful, and have no greater effect in 
abating the disease, when used at its 
commencement, than other remedies. 
In many instances where they seem 
to exert a favorable influence, they 
are merely palliative, and the affec- 
tion, somewhat modified, persists in a 
sub-acute form, far beyond the limits 
which are prescribed by an external 
and internal emollient form of treat- 
ment. The esteem in which injec- 
tions are held, has been sustained by 
the fact that internal medication with 
powder or extract of cubebs, copaiba, 
tar and opiates, has generally been 
employed in an insufficient and posi- 
tively injurious manner. As a rule, 
these substances are administered in 
three doses daily—one at morning, 
another at noon, and a third at night; 
and here the treatment rests. Now, 
when given in this way, these reme- 
dies are of very slight efficacy, seeing 
that these doses correspond to a third 
merely of the urinary discharges. It 
results that, for one occasion where 
the reverse is true, there are two 
where the unmodified urine irritates 
the canal and neutralizes the benefi- 
cial effect of the medicament. And 
yet, in spite of these flagrant viola- 
tions of common sense, this mode of 
treatment generally prevails in pri- 





* Niemeyer injects several times during 
the day a solution of tannin in the ordinary 
“vin de pays”—or Bordeaux wine—five 
grains to the ounce, doubling the amount in 
two days if relief be not had. 
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vate practice and in the usage of hos- 
pitals. 

In order to obtain from the pow- 
der of cubebs and the oleo-resins all 
the good effects of which they are ca- 
pable, they must be exhibited, not 
three, but fen, twelve, and even twenty 
times, daily, in yery acute urethritis. 
It should, however, be stated here, 
that I know of no other remedy be- 
sides powdered cubebs, which can be 
administered in such frequent doses 
with toleration by the stomach. 
Each dose should be nearly fifteen 
grains in size, and may be envéloped 
in a roll of wafer or other material, 
or, better yet, mixed with honey, so 
as to form an almond-sized mass. In 
the case of the extract, the dose is of 
course smaller and more easy of deg- 
lutition. 

There is no denying the fact that 
this method of treatment is less con- 
venient than others, but there is an 
offset to this in the results, which are 
almost immediately percéptible. I 
have frequently seen attacks of acute 
urethritis, accompanied by dysuria 
and chordee, amend so rapidly, that 
in less than forty-eight hours these 
phenomena disappeared ; and thrice 
I have witnessed the same results in 
thirty-six hours. But, for this, it is 
necessary that the patient take a dose 
of the cubebs every hour of the day, 
and every hour of the night when he 
is awake; and that these doses be 
accompanied by draughts, in large 
quantity, of milk, to which orgeat may 
be added, or sweetened orange-flower 
water. 

In these conditions the emission of 
urine is frequent and abundant, but 
in consequence of that very abund- 
ance and the soothing properties con- 
stantly communicated to it by the cu- 
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bebs, the passage of the stream over 
the neck of the bladder and the 
urethra is entirely painless. But it is 
a mistake to suppose that at such 
times there is disappearance of the 
inflammatory condition. That condi- 
tion simply does not indicate its ex- 
istence by pain, but remains latent so 
long as treatment is regularly pur- 
sued If the latter be interrupted, 
the pain recurs. 

Resolution is, however, gradually 
brought about, so that, at the expira- 
tion of eight or ten days, the number 
of doses may be decreased to one ev- 
ery two hours. Absolute rest is not 
imperatively demanded. Some exer- 
cise may be allowed, and here, also, 
the greater or less degree of painless- 
ness of discharge, must be the meas- 
ure of all excess. 

Before I adopted this mode of med- 
ication, I had occasion to treat, as all 
have had, several acute cases by the 
antiphlogistic method: leeches to 
the perineum; sitz-baths twice daily; 
cataplasms, and emollient draughts; 
but in no one case have I seen the 
dysuria and chordee relieved before 
the eighth or tenth day. The relief 
of these two symptoms is much more 
rapid with the powdered cubebs ; but 
resolution is not accomplished fart 
passu. ‘The latter generally results in 
from fifteen to twenty days. ‘The 
discharge then becomes more and 
more serous, and is gradually sup- 
pressed altogether between the twen- 
tieth and twenty-fifth day, with- 
out the necessity for a_ recur- 
rence to injections. The aver- 
age duration of treatment, then, is 
from twenty-two to twenty-six days 
for acute catarrh or blennorrhagia, 
and a shorter period for the milder 
cases, 
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It is now more than ten years since 
I have employed this method of treat- 
ment—a method, the honor of whose 
discovery I can in no wise claim—and 
I declare positively that I have ob- 
tained invariable results whenever I 
have had patients who desired to be 
promptly cured, and were willing 
to rigorously submit to the pre- 
scribed rules. I state this with 
the greater assurance, because for 
several years I have been en- 
abled to experiment, on a large 
scale, in the military infirmaries, 
where attacks of urethritis almost al- 
ways supply a third of the contingent 
diseases. This method offers an ad- 
ditional advantage from the circum- 
stance that, if need be, it may be com- 
bined with antiphlogistic measures— 
either with astringent or absorptive 
injections of starch or sub-nitrate of 
bismuth. It is only in exceptional 
cases, however, that I have recourse 
to the latter. 


Instances, however, are not rare,’ 


where a complete cure is not 
effected either with powdered cu- 
bebs, the balsams or _ injections. 
This generally occurs in scrofulous 
patients, where no external signs of 
the diathetic disorder are apparent, 
or when the urethral catarrh is com- 
plicated by an ulcerative erosion. 
Everyone knows that in the first in- 
stance a ferruginous preparation is 
indicated; and that, in the second 
case, a favorable termination is best 
secured by the passage of bougies, 
smeared with a more or less astrin- 
gent ointment. Occasionally, how- 
ever, the lesion of the membrane 
which produces the gleet is exces- 
sively slight, and situated so far back 
in the prostatic region that the bou- 
gie is inefficacious, In these condi- 





tions the capsules of the oil of turpen- 
tine, one to three being administered 
during the night, produce excellent 
results. 

Gleet is always the result of vicious 
or insufficient treatment, or of recur- 
rent attacks of chronic catarrh. Its 
frequency after the treatment by in- 
jections is such that Ricord, in his 
Clinical Lectures at the Hopital du 
Midi declares, with his usual imag- 
inative and fanciful comparisons, that 
it is one of those complications which 
are forever destined to evoke the de- 
spair of the surgeon. But, with fre- 
quently repeated doses of powdered 
cubebs and balsams, this unfortunate 
issue need never, or almost never, oc- 
cur; and an incalculable advance 
may thus be made. 

Gleet is, above all else, occasioned 
by the special irritation of the mu- 
cous lining of the urethra, by the 
urine of the night, which is much 
more acrid than that of the day. 
There is, hence, a formal indication 
to continue the administration of the 
balsams during the evening, even when 
medication by day has been discon- 
tinued; and to persevere through the 
night with similar remedies, so long 
as there is apparent in the morning, 
the slightest trace of the character- 
istic moistening of the urethral sur- 
face. 

The treatment recommended above, 
as has been already remarked, is not 
new. It was long since advised by a 
celebrated surgeon of the La Charite ; 
and it is simply remarkable that it 
has attracted so little attention. 
During the last twelve years in which 
I have employed it, I have met but 
one physician who made use of simi- 
lar measures, and, singularly enough, 
he supposed himself to be its discov-~ 
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erer. This physician, who is justly 
ranked among our most distinguished 
syphilographers, is M. Langlebert. 
One evening, in 1864, a friend and 
confrere in medicine, invited me to 
attend a reunion of the Medical So- 
ciety of the Pantheon, where I had 
the good fortune to hear M. Langle- 
bert set forth his views. He _ re- 
marked that, in his opinion, pow- 
dered cubebs and the oleo-resins 
were of efficacy in urethritis, only as 
they acted by the intervention of the 
urine, and communicated to it me- 
dicinal properties; that, 
quently, he prescribed these remedies 
only in doses at short and fixed in- 
tervals, so that the urine was con- 
stantly subjected to their modifying 
This practice was, as he 


conse- 


influences. 
said, founded upon the results of his 
own practical experience, and there 
was surely no reason to doubt his 
statement of the fact. 
was therefore great, when | took the 
liberty to observe that the method 
was by no means a novel one, and 
could be found described at length in 
the fourth volume of Prof. Piorry’s 
“ Pathologie latrique.”” However, be 
the source of its discovery here or 
there, the solution of that question 
can neither add to, nor detract from, 
the excellence of its results. It 
is, in my opinion, not only supe- 
rior to all other methods in this 
particular, but, also, in the point 
that it can always be combined with 
the latter in order to augment their 
efficiency. 


His surprise 


Nore By TRANSLATOR.—Dr. Jno. 
W. Reigh has, recently, in the Prac- 
titioner, called attention to the advan- 
tage of using the bromide of potas- 
sium in blennorrhagic affections. In- 





ternally, the following formula is ad- 
vised : 
R Potassz Carbonatis, 3 jss. 
Potassii Bromidi, 2 jj, ad ijss. 
Hyoscyami Tincture, f 2 j. 
Aquz Camphoree, f 3 v. Mix. 

A sixth of this potion is to 
be administered three times daily, 
and another sixth is to be given at 
night, if there be asomnia. ‘The al- 
kalies are added in order to correct 
the acidity of the urine, which the 
bromide of potassium frequently de- 
termines. 

The following injection is advised 
for use every four hours: 

R ~Potassii Bromidi, 2 iij. 
Glycerine, f 3 v. 
Aque Destillatze, f 3 v. Mix. 

The bromide of potassium is said 
to diminish the secretion of the mu- 
cous membrane; to act directly as a 
sedative to the nerves distributed to 
it and those which preside over the 
organs of generation; and, lastly, to 
augment the quantity of the urinary 
secretion, thus diminishing its specific 
gravity, and, thereby, its capability of 
exciting irritation. ‘The treatment is 
said to be available in all stages of the 
disorder, whether it be acute or 
chronic, without precluding the em- 
ployment of accessory measures. 

No greater comment could be made 
upon the suggestions of Dr. Ferran, 
detailed above, than to remark that 
the idea of continuous medication of 
the urethra, by the intervention of the 
urine, is almost entirely ignored in 
the text-books. I have before me at 
this moment the very latest work on. 
the subject of genito-urinary dis- 
eases, just issued from the press of 
Messrs. Appleton & Co., under the 
high authority of Professors Van Bu- 
ren and Keyes. The well-known po- 
sology is here described with the 
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usual directions: “three or four 
times, daily, fasting;” “to be taken 
after eating,” &c. . 

It should be added, however, that 
not a few practitioners can be found 
in our country, who have for years 
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availed themselves of methods for the 
cure of urethral catarrh similar to, or 
identical with, that suggested by Fer- 
ran, to the no small profit of their pa- 
tients and enhancement of their own 
reputations. J. N. H. 


Hditorial Department. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


HE twenty-seventh annual meet- 

ing of this national organiza- 
tion was held in Detroit, commenc- 
ing on the morning of June 2d, 1874. 
The members assembled in the Mu- 
sic Hall, and were called to order at 
11 o'clock a. M., by the President, 
Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, and 
prayer was offered by Rev. Bishop 
McCroskey, of Michigan. 

The hall was well filled with mem- 
bers, and the gallery with ladies and 
citizens. Dr. W. Brodie of Detroit, 
Chairman of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, in a short, but appropri- 
ate speech, welcomed the members of 
the Association to the hospitalities of 
the citizens of Detroit, and congratu- 
lated them on the continued prosper- 
ity of the Association. 

After reading the list of names so 
far as registered, and calling the roll 
of the Society, the President, Dr. J. 
M. Toner, delivered his annual ad- 
dress, which was listened to with 
great interest, both by the members 
and citizens. 





The list of special committees was 
called, and such reports as were an- 
nounced ready, were referred to the 
appropriate sections for considera- 
tion. Several volunteer papers were 
also announced and referred. 

This completed the work of the 
first morning session, 

At 24 o'clock p. M., the several sec- 
tions were called to order by their re- 
spective officers, and proceeded di- 
rectly to the reading and considera- 
tion of the reports and papers that 
had been referred to them. In the 
Section on Practical Medicine, Mate- 
ria Medica, and Physiology, Dr. 
Bulkley read an interesting paper on 
the nature and treatment of Eczema, 
which elicited some remarks from 
Drs. Grover, Woodward, McLaugh- 
lin, Pierce, Gray, Octerloony, Johnson 
and Canfield, after which it was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publica- 
tion. Dr. P. J. Farnsworth, of Iowa, 
read a paper on the “Therapeutic 
Uses of Ammonia,” which, after a 
brief discussion, was referred back to 
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its author, with permission to publish | 
it in such medical periodical as he | 
might choose. 

In the Section on Obstetrics and | 
Diseases of Women, Dr. T. Parvin | 
presented some instruments for in- | 
spection, and Dr. Beck, of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, read a paper on the 
Theory of Generation. It was fol- 
lowed by a discussion participated in 
by Drs. J. P. White, of Buffalo; W. 
H. Byford, of Chicago; J. M. Sims, 
of New York; and M. A. Pallen, of 
St. Louis. 

The Section on Surgery and Anat- 
omy was presided over by Dr. S. D. 
Gross, of Philadelphia. Dr. A. Dun- 





lap, of Springfield, Ohio, read a pa- 
per on “Enchondroma over 
Sternum,” which was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 


sey; Hughes, of Iowa; 
Kentucky ; Reyburn, of Washington ; 
Gross, of Pennsylvania; and Greg- 
ory, of Missouri; after which the pa- 
per was referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, of New York, 
presented a report on Fractures, 
stating verbally an abstract of its 
contents. This led to an animated 
discussion by Dr. Sayre and Dr. 
Gregory, of St. Louis, pending which 
the Section adjourned. 

The Section on Medical Jurispru- 
dence and Chemistry met and ad- 
journed without transacting any bus- 
iness. 

The Section on State Medicine and 
Public Hygiene was called to order by 


the | 


Dr. E. M. | 
Moore, of Rochester, New York, read | 
an interesting paper on “ Epiphyseal | 
Fracture of the Superior Extremity | 
of the Humerus,” which elicited re- | 


marks from Drs. Quimby, of New Jer- | 
Keller, of | 





its Chairman, Dr. A. N. Bell, of 


Brooklyn, New York. A paper by 
Dr. H. I. Bowditch, of Boston, con- 
cerning the establishment of State 
Boards of Health and of a National 
Sanitary Bureau, was read by the Sec- 
retary. Drs. R. C. Kedzie, of Mich- 
igan; A. B. Stewart, of Minnesota; 
and A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, New 
York, also read abstracts of papers on 
the same subjects. Dr. Kedzie of- 
fered a resolution that the Associa- 
tion petition Congress for the estab- 
lishment of a National Sanitary Bu- 
reau, which was discussed at consid- 
erable length by Drs. Kedzie, Brown, 
Cochrane, Bell, Westmoreland, John- 
son, Thomas, Pratt, Van Demen, Wa- 
terhouse, Jones, Baker, Howard, 
Hitchcock and Grey; after which the 
resolution was adopted, and the Sec- 
tion adjourned. 

On the morning of the second day 
the general meeting of the Associa- 
tion commenced at g o’clock, A. M., 
in the Opera House, the Music Hall 
having been found too small to ac- 
commodate the audience. After 
some preliminary business, the report 
of the Judicial Council in relation to 
the revision of the Code of Ethics, 
was read by Dr. N. S. Davis, Chair- 
man of the Sub-Committee to whom 
the matter was referred last year. 
The report was unanimously adopted 
by the Association, and we will give 
it a place in the EXAMINER at an 
early day. The constitution was so 
amended as to exclude all medical 
institutions and organizations from 
the privilege of sending delegates, ex- 
cept State and Territorial medical 
societies; and such district, county, 
and city medical societies as are re- 
cognized by representation in their 
respective State societies; and the 
medical staffs of the army and navy. 
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Dr. J. M. Keller, of Louisville, 
Chairman of the Committee on the 
Relative Rank of the Medical Staff of 
the Army, reported progress, and the 
Committee was continued. 

Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago, deliv- 
ered his annual address as President 
of the Section on Practical Medicine, 
Materia Medica and Physiology. It 
occupied less than the prescribed 
limit of forty minutes; was well re- 
ceived, and referred for further con- 
sideration to the Section just named. 

Dr. S. D. Gross, of Philadelphia, 
President of the,Section on Surgery 
and Anatomy, delivered his annual 
address, which, although occupying a 
full hour and a half, was listened to 
with fixed attention to its close, when 
it was referred to the Section over 
which he presided, and the Associa- 
tion adjourned. 

At 24 p. M. the sections reassem- 


bled in their respective rooms, but 
the numbers in attendance were less, 
on account of a steamboat excursion 
on the river for the benefit of the la- 


dies. In the Section on Practical 
Medicine, Materia Medica and Phys- 
iology, a paper on the “Indigenous 
Medical Botany of West Virginia,”’ by 
Dr. E. A. Hildreth, was presented, 
but the author not being present, it 
was referred for examination to a sub- 
committee, consisting of the President 
of the Section, with directions to re- 
port to the Committee of Publica- 
tion. 

The report of Dr. Samuel J. Deal, 
on the Cultivation of the Cinchona 
Tree, was read, its recommendations 
adopted, and the committee contin- 
ued. A paper of some length on the 
“Mechanism of the Encephalic Circu- 
lation,” by Dr. R. A. Vance, was 
read by Dr, W, M, Carpenter, the au- 
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thor not being present. The paper 
elicited a brief discussion, after which 
it was referred back to the author, for 
publication in such medical journal 
as he might choose. 

Dr. F. R. Buckham, of Flint, Mich- 
igan, read a paper on “ Uremia and 
its Relations to Renal Disease,” which 
elicited remarks from Drs. Bennett, 
Hyatt, Osterloony and Farnsworth, af- 
ter which it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. The Section 
then adjourned. 

In the Section on Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women, a paper was read 
on the “Inverted Uterus,’ and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publica- 
tion. A new form of Pessary was 
presented, and its use explained by 
Dr. Scott, of Woodstock, Canada, 
which elicited an interesting discus- 
sion, participated in by Drs. Warner, 
of Boston; Miner, of Buffalo; Pallen, 
of St. Louis; White, of Buffalo; By- 
ford, of Chicago; Ditherly, of Syra- 
cuse; and Morris, of Baltimore. A 
vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. 
Scott, and the Section adjourned. 

In the Section on Surgery and 
Anatomy, the time of the session was 
wholly occupied with a continuance 
of the discussion on the Treatment of 
Fractures, elicited by the report of 
Dr. Sayre, presented yesterday. It 
was participated in by Drs. Garcelon, 
of Maine; Waterhouse, of Wisconsin ; 
Sayre, of New York; Reed, of Ohio;, 
Whiting, of Wisconsin; Quimby, of 
New Jersey; Hughes, of Iowa; 
Pierce, of Illinois; Gregory and Guill- 
ford, of Missouri; and King, of Penn- 
sylvania. The report of Dr. Sayre 
was referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication, and the Section adjourned. 

In the Section on State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene, Dr. R. C. Ked- 
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zie read a paper on the “ Influence of 
Drainage on the Public Health.” 
Papers on the same subject were also 
presented by Drs. Cabell, of Virginia, 
and Bell, of New York. A report by 
Dr. Robert D. Murray, Surgeon of U. 
S. M. H. Service, on the “ Climatic 
Influences of Key West, was also pre- 
sented. After some discussion, these 
several papers were referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

The Association met in general 
session at g o’clock A. M., of Thurs- 
day, a full attendance being present. 
After some items of miscellaneous 
business, Dr. T. Parvin, President of 
the Section on Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women, read his address on 
Uterine Hemorrhage and Transfu- 
sion, which was listened to with great 
interest, and referred for considera- 
tion to the Section just named. 

Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brooklyn, Chair- 
man of the Section on State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene, read his address 
on the “Waste of Life.” A vote of 
thanks was tendered to Dr. Bell, and 
his address referred to the Section for 
consideration. Reports from _ the 
Committee on Prize Essays, the Com- 
mittee on Necrology, and the Libra- 
rian were received, and referred to 
the Committee of Publication. After 
some further miscellaneous business 
the Association adjourned. 

The several Sections again assem- 
bled punctually at 24 p. M., and were 

‘called to order by their respective of- 
ficers. In the Section on Practical 
Medicine, Materia Medica and Phys- 
iology, Dr. L. D. Bulkley read a short 
paper on a New Anti-Pruritic Rem- 
edy, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. The special 
remedy alluded to was a combination 
of hydrate of chlor. and gum camphor, 





equal parts one drachm, and rose oint- 
ment one ounce, thoroughly mixed, 
and applied frequently to the surface 
affected with pruritis. The address 
of the President of the Section, Dr. 
N. S. Davis, was then taken up for 
consideration, and after remarks by 
Drs. McLaughlin, Quimby, Rouse, 
Chubbuck, Grover and Bulkley, it 
was referred to the Committee of 
Publication, and two special commit- 
tees appointed to carry into prac- 
tical effect some of its recommenda- 
tions. Dr. Garrish, of New York, 
read a paper on the “History and 
Treatment of Hydrophobia,” which, 
containing no new matter in relation 
to that disease, was referred back to 
the author for publication in the med- 
ical periodicals. Dr. E. W. Grey, of 
Illinois, read a paper on the “ Rela- 
tions of Physiology to Practical Med- 
icine,” which was briefly discussed 
and referred to the Committee of 
Publication. Dr. E. Seguin, of New 
York, briefly explained his method of 
Mathematical Thermometry. The 
last paper presented to this Section 
was on “Electricity as a Restorative 
Agent in Narcosis and Asphyxia,” 
by Dr. Caldwell, of Baltimore. The 
paper was read by.the Secretary, and 
referred back to its author, with the 
recommendation that it be published 
in the medical periodicals. The 
Section then adjourned sine die. 

In the Section on Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women, the subjects of. 
Transfusion and Ovariotomy were dis- 
cussed by Drs. Parvin, White, Forbes, 
Busey, Sims and Dunlap. The ad- 
dress of Dr. Parvin, as President of 
the Section, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication, and the work 
of the Section was completed for this 
year, 
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In the Section on Surgery and 
Anatomy, Dr. George M. Beard, of 
New York, presented a communica- 
tion on the “ Uses of Electricity in 
Surgery,” giving the results of his ex- 
perience in the application of elec- 
tricity to goitre, malignant tumors, 
and some forms of cutaneous disease. 
The communication was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. The 
Section spent an hour in the examin- 
ation of instruments and cases, and 
then adjourned sine die. 

In the Section on Medical Juris- 
prudence and Chemistry, Dr. E. Lloyd 
Howard read an interesting paper on 
the “ Legal Relations of Emotional 
Insanity,” and Dr. A. N. Talley, one 
on the “ Relations of Psychology to 
Medicine,” both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publica- 
tion, and the work of that Section was 
closed. 

In the Section on State Medicine 
and Public Hygiene, the time was all 
occupied in the consideration of mis- 
cellaneous matters and the appoint- 
ment of committees for future work. 

The fourth and last general session 
of the Association commenced at 9 
o'clock A. M., of Friday. ‘Two hours 
were occupied in hearing the reports 
of the Committee on Nominations; 
of the Committee of Publication; of 
the Treasurer; and in passing com- 
plimentary resolutions. The follow- 
ing officers were elected for the en- 
suing year: 

President—W. K. Bowling of Tennessee. 

Vice Presidents—Wm. Brodie, of Michi- 
gan; J. J. Woodward, of U. S. Army; H. 
W. Brown, of Texas; H. D. Didama, of 
New York. 

Section on Practical Medicine, Materia Med- 
ica and Physiology—Dr. Austin Flint, of New 


York, Chairman ; J. K. Bartlett, of Wiscon- 
sin, Secretary. 


-and good feeling. 





Section on Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
—Dr. W. H. Byford, of Chicago, Chairman ; 
S. C. Busey, of Washington, Secretary. 

Section on Surgery and Anatomy—Dr. E. 
M. Moore, of Rochester, Chairman; T. S. 
Latimer, of Baltimore, Secretary. 

Section on Medical Furisprudence and 
Chemistry--Dr. J. Cochrane, of Mobile, Chair- 
man; G. A. Moses, of St. Louis, Secretary. 

Section on State Medicine and Public Hy- 
giene—Dr. H. J. Bowditch, of Boston, Chair- 
man; H. M. Baker, of Michigan, Secretary. 

The place selected for the next an- 
nual meeting is Louisville, Kentucky. 

We have given the foregoing sim- 
ple outline of the doings of the re- 
cent meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association, that our readers may 
form some idea of the actual amount 
and kind of work done during the 
four days spent in Detroit. About 
450 members were in attendance, in- 
cluding a large delegation from the 
Dominion of Canada. Dr. Toner 
presided with dignity and ability. 
The most perfect good order and har- 
mony prevailed throughout, and we 
seriously ‘doubt whether an equal 
number of men, belonging to any pro- 
fession, ever met and accomplished 
more actual work in the same length 
of time, and with so much decorum 
The profession 
and citizens of Detroit were lavish in 
their hospitality, and the evening en- 
tertainments were delightful. 


ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN MEeEpD- 
ICAL Eprrors.—This Association met 
in the office of Dr. W. Brodie, Detroit, 
June 1, 1874,at 74 p.m. The meeting 
was called to order by Dr. N. S. 
Davis, and the President, Dr. W. 
K. Bowling, of New York, was 
conducted to the chair. The min- 
utes of the last meeting were read by 
the acting Secretary and approved. 
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The following members were present : 
Drs. N. S. Davis, of Chicago; W. T. 
Briggs and W. K. Bowling, of Nash- 
ville; W. S. Edgar, of St. Louis; T. 
M. Stevens, of Indianapolis; Leartus 
Connor, of Detroit; W. T. Taylor, 
of Philadelphia; J. M. Toner, of 
Washington; and E. Lloyd Howard, 
of Baltimore. ‘The Dr. 
3owling, then delivered a very inter- 
esting address, a copy of which was 
Dr. W.S. 
Edgar read a paper in opposition to 
the establishment of State Universi- 
ties for the education of professional 
men, and especially medical men. 


President, 


requested for publication. 


He claimed that it was not only un- 


fair to tax the whole people for the 
education of a few in the higher and 
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more special branches of learning, but 
that the establishment of medical 
schools as departments of State uni- 
versities often caused them to be lo- 
cated in small towns where there can 
be no facilities for clinical instruc- 
tion, and no adequate field for a com- 
petent corps of teachers to practice 
in. The paper elicited some remarks 
by Drs. N. S. Davis and T. M. Stev- 
ens, after which the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 
President—Dr. W. S. Edgar, of St. Louis. 
Vice President—Dr. L. Connor, of Detroit. 
Secretary—Dr. F. H. Davis, of Chicago. 
The Association then adjourned to 
meet on the Monday evening previ- 
ous to the first Tuesday in May, 1875, 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 


Society Reports. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE CHICAGO SOCIETY OF PHYSICIANS 
AND SURGEONS. 


REGULAR MEETING, May 25TH, 1874. 


Reported by Ralph EF. Starkweather, M.D. 


HE Society met, as usual, at the 
Grand Pacific hotel. Dr. Jno. 
Bartlett, President, in the chair. On 
motion of Dr. Owens, the minutes of 
the previous meeting were approved. 
Dr. Trimble was prepared to sub- 
mit only a partial report from the 
Board of Censors, and requested that 
hereafter the members of the Society 
would comply more strictly with the 
third article of the Constitution, in 
reference to giving full information 





respecting the candidates proposed 
for admission into the Society. 

Doctors J. W. Freer, W. A. Har- 
vey and H. Hooper were unanimously 
elected members. The names of 
Doctors H. M. Bannister, H. W. 
Jones, M. O. Heydock, and H. W. 
Boyd were proposed, and referred to 
the Censors. 

The customary order of proceed- 
ings was now, on motion, suspended, 
by the presentation and discussion of 
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a series of resolutions and amend- 
ments, which will await final action at 
subsequent meetings. a 

Dr. Trimble proposed, as an addi- 
tion to the first article of the Constitu- 
tion, to insert, “are now or have hith- 
erto been regular practitioners in the 
city of Chicago, and are not now en- 
gaged in other business.” This was 
farther amended by Dr. Owens, sec- 
onded by Dr. Hyde, “that no appli- 
cants be considered eligible as mem- 
bers of this Society, who have not 
been engaged in practice three years.”’ 

Dr. F. H. Davis thought that the 


period of three years was rather too |. 


long, but would favor an interval of 
one year, after graduation. It is re- 
ally the young men who do much of 
original investigation and study—be- 
fore they become much engaged in 
business; and it would discourage 
such men, were they kept out of soci- 
eties, unable to present the results of 
their studies. 

Dr. Owens—The limit of three 
years is approved by many useful 
members of this Society, not here 
present this evening. 

Dr. Wood—Would like to see the 
period made three, or even seven, 
years, as it would elevate the stand- 
ard of the Society, and make it com- 
pare favorably with those of other 
countries and cities. 

Drs. W. C. Lyman and Blake 
thought the clause relative to follow- 
ing any other business, ought to be 
excised. 

After remarks by Doctors Henrotin 
and Jackson, Dr. Emmons suggested 
that the rules of the Association, and 
the powers of the Censors, covered 
the subject already. 

Dr. Hyde replied, that the Code of 
Ethics of the American Medical As- 





sociation does not prescribe who 
shall be its members—whether a 
druggist or physician; it simply di- 
rects physicians to discourage the 
selling by druggists of nostrums— 
patent medicines, and the like. 

Dr. Merriman opposed frequent 
changes in the Constitution as un- 
necessary. The Society could supple- 
ment the action of its Board of Cen- 
sors, when voting upon membership. 


Dr. Hyde objected to the annual 
overflow of graduates from the col- 
leges pouring into the societies. He 
would favor the period of two years, 
as a compromise. 

Dr. Blake—It seems to me that it 
ought to be well understood, that this 
Society does not admit a person who 
is not a practicing physician, or who 
may be a druggist. It is unfair to 
leave such responsibility to the Cen- 
sors; they deserve to have our sup- 
port. 

Dr, Trimble said the amendment 
he offered had no intention of inter- 
fering with the private business of the 
members—except so far as the sub- 
ject involved the drug business. 

Dr. Jackson suggested adding to 
article I, “ who possess a good, moral, 
and professional reputation; who shall 
have been practitioners of medicine 
for two years, and who shall not be 
interested in the sale of drugs, medi- 
cines or surgical appliances. ” 

On motion, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 


WHEREAS, In the judgment of this Soci- 
ety, it is unbecoming for a member of the 
medical profession to engage in the business 
of a druggist or apothecary, and, 

WHEREAS, It is reported that certain mem- 
bers of this Society are about to, or have al- 
ready thought it proper to, assume a financial 
interest in the prosecution of the general 
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business of the sale of drugs and medicines ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Censors of the Society 
are hereby requested to ascertain if such re- 
ports implicate any of its members; and if 
yea, to enquire of such members, respecting the 
fact of such traffic or business. And, if these 
allegations be true, they shall be informed by 
the Censors that they will be allowed to re- 
sign honorably to themselves, during the pe- 


riod of one month from the date of such in- | 


quiries ; and, 
Resolved, That in case any member who 
has been found to be engaged, or interested 


financially, in the business described, does | 
not ‘confess to the same, or refuse to resign | 
the membership in one month, the Censors | 
shall forthwith proceed to bring such mem- | 
ber to trial, in the form and manner pre- | 
scribed by. the Constitution and By-laws of 


this Society. 

Dr. Hyde, in behalf of Dr. F. H. Da- 
vis, presented the report of the Ban- 
quet Committee, with vouchers, which 
was accepted, and a vote of thanks to 
the committee carried. 

It was voted, that delegates from 
this Society, to the State and Ameri- 
can Medical Societies, be elected at 
the annual meeting. 

The President announced the fol- 
lowing appointments to the Sections : 

1. On the Practice of Medicine, 
to report July 13, 1874—Dr. Walter 
Hay, Chairman; Drs. J. H. Hollis- 
ter, W. C. Lyman, W. M. Boyd. 

2. On Materia Medica and Ther- 
apeutics—Dr. D. B. Trimble, Chair- 
man; Drs. J. H. Etheridge, F. H. 
Davis, H. P. Merriman. 

3. Section on Surgery—Dr. E. 
Andrews, Chairman; Drs. E. Powell, 
H. McKennan, C. T. Parkes. 

4. General Pathology, to report 
January 11, 1875—Dr. I. N. Dan- 
forth, Chairman; Drs, Lester Curtis, 
C. P. Simon, F. Henrotin, Jr. 

5. Obstetrics and Diseases of Wo- 
men—Dr. DeLaskie Miller, Chair- 
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man; Drs. A. Reeves Jackson, A. P. 
Peck, M. W. Wood. 
On motion, the Society adjourned. 


MEETING JUNE 8, 1874. 
The following gentlemen were 
elected to membership: Doctors M. 
O. Heydock, H. M. Bannister, H. W. 
Jones and D. A. K. Steele. The 
names of Drs. H. A. Johnson and H. 
K. Newton were proposed and re- 
ferred. 

Dr. Hyde read a paper, “ Notes on 
the Microscopical Appearances of the 
Brains of the Insane,” prepared by 
Dr. Walter Kempster, of the North- 
ern Asylum for the Insane, at 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, formerly of 
the New York State Lunatic Asy- 
lum, at Utica. He had made 
microscopical examinations in for- 
ty-nine cases. Numerous slides were 
exhibited of sections, made mostly 
through the third left anterior cerebral 
convolution, illustrating the lesions of 
acute mania; the large  sclerous 
patches in chronic mania; the de- 
mentia of syphilitic paralysis; one 
section through the olivary body, and 
one through the pons varolii—each il- 
lustrative of acute mania. 

Numerous micro-photographs were 
likewise shown, illustrating the le- 
sions of cerebro-spinal meningi- 
tis; of numerous colloid masses 
in the medulla oblongata, and large 
degenerated masses with dense fibrous 
investing membrane in the spinal 
cord, opposite second cervical verte- 
bra—each illustrative of acute mania. 
Also, a section through the olivary 
bodies, in a case of puerperal mania, 
showing fibres and connective tissue 
in degenerated masses. 

After acknowledging the great abil- 





Clarke, Virchow, Meynert, Shultze, 


Deiters, and others, in the study of | 


the nervous system, Dr. Kempster re- 
marks that, so far as he is aware, 


none of them have directed especial | 


attention to the abnormalities found | 
in the brains of those who die while | 


insane. 


Reference was made to an article | 


in the Edinburgh Medical Journal 
for September, 1868, by Dr. J. B. 
Tuke, as being the only exception 
which Dr. Kempster was able to find. 

The student is met with the stereo- 


typed phrase that there are no dis- | 


cernable lesions peculiar to insanity. 
For a number of years Dr. Kempster 
has been making systematic micro- 


scopical study of the brain, and has | 
examined the lesions of all forms of | 
insanity, from acute mania to de- | 
mentia, including puerperal and epi- | 


leptic insanity. 

In each and all forms he has found 
a marked lesion—so that certain le- 
sions may be grouped together as 
common to certain forms of insanity, 
and to which lesions any particular 
type of insanity is palpably due. 
There is a wide difference between 
the lesions of acute and chronic ma- 
nia. 

I. In certain forms of insanity, 
and notably in dementia, the finer 
capillaries show marked indications 
of disease, the peri-vascular sheath 
surrounding the vessel is distended, 


so much so, that sometimes the vessel | 


itself appears to lay in a tunnel, its 


calibre being much less than the | 


sheath, doubtless due to repeated ca- 
pillary congestions of the vessels of- 
ten diseased—irregular in calibre, 
suggesting the idea of aneurismal di- 
latations, but entirely distinct from 
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the miliary aneurisms so ably de- 
scribed by Charcot. 

II. Next, there is a degeneration, 
best studied in cases of dementia of 
syphilitic origin, and in the medulla 
oblongata, in the wall of the capil- 
lary, presenting dark red patches at 
various points outside its walls, which 
gradually thicken, and appear to be 
due to a fatty metamorphosis or ath- 
eroma. 
though accurate, is by no means so 
complete as could be desired. 

III. 
section taken from the grey and white 
matter of the third left anterior convo- 
lution, there was a peculiar appearance 
of the tissue. Situated in the white 
substance, but very closely to the grey 


The description by Meynert, 


In 1871, while examining a 


matter, there were a number of small 
white spots, some round, some ovoid, 
clearly defined, in sharp contrast with 
the nerve tissue, varying in size, from 
1-50 to 1-200 of an inch in diame- 
ter—these appeared to be of a granu- 
lar consistence, and much more dense 
in structure than the surrounding 
brain substance; each disconnected 
from the other, and normal white 
matter intervening. ‘They did not 
absorb carmine, and were not con- 
nected On the 
surface of some of the spots are fibres 
of connective tissue and crystals of 
margarine. To determine the true 
character of these spots and the de- 
generation, certain very elaborate and 
extensive micro-chemical manipula- 
tions were made, not here necessary to 
be stated. On allowing a section to dry, 
either with or without the nitric acid 
treatment, these spots appear to pro- 
ject above the surface of the section. 
By teasing, they may with difficulty 
be removed. None of these spots 
have been observed in the grey 


with the capillaries. 
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matter. ‘They are most numerous in 
the medulla oblongata, and may be 
found in the white matter of the spi- 
nal cord. 

IV. There is another form of de- 
generacy, one which was found in 
cases of acute mania. ‘The spots are 
less in size; are far more numerous 
than in the other variety (3); resist 
carmine staining; do not possess the 
granular characteristic; there are no 
spindle-shapea fibres of connective 
tissues about them; they behave very 
differently under the micro-chemical 
tests applied to the .other variety of 
spots. The points of resemblance 
are mainly in color and apparent 


density. Neither of them have any 


investing membrane. 

V. A fifth variety, as large in size 
as the third, possesses a dense invest- 
ing membrane, which resists carmine 
staining and is less granular than the 


third and fourth. It exists in the same 
brain with the fourth variety. These 
spots or masses of the fifth variety are 
called “ colloid,” because of their re- 
semblance to such growth, and are 
found in the medulla oblongata and 
pons varolii. The last three varieties 
of degenerated masses, or spots, have 
one feature in common—a well-de- 
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fined edge, a clean-cut margin, easily 
made out. 

VI. A sixth variety, common in 
cases of dementia, and where the ath- 
eromatous capillary is found, is one 
in which the mass passes insensibly 
into the surrounding normal tissues. 
This form is larger and less distinct 
than the others. It more nearly re- 
sembles normal brain tissues. Some- 
times these masses are lobulated. 
They are granular and dense, less nu- 
merous than in the other varieties, 
and do not appear in clusters. They 
appear to destroy or transform the 
tissues, and if surrounding a capil- 
lary, destroys its walls. A point of 
resemblance in common with the third 
variety is, that connective tissue fibre 
appears in both. 

The condition of the cellular struc- 
tures of the brain, of the nerve-fibres 
and so-called lymph-spaces, are all 
fields rich in results not here spoken of. 

A resolution of thanks to Dr. 
Kempster, and his election as honor- 
ary member of the Society, were 
unanimously carried. The amend- 
ment to Article One of the Constitu- 
tion, proposed by Dr. Jackson at the 
last meeting, was taken up and ac- 
cepted. 





IcED WATER INJECTIONS IN ACUTE 
DysENTERY.—In the Berliner Klin 
Wochenschrift, December, 1873, Dr. 
Wenzel has a communication regard- 
ing the favorable results with which 
he has employed clysters of iced wa- 
ter in relieving the most severe hem- 
orrhage and tenesmus in a great num- 
ber of cases of acute dysentery. ‘The 
enemata may be rendered still more 
efficacious by the addition of finely 
shaved or pounded ice. 





At the fifth annual meeting of the 
French Association for Opposing the 
Abuse of Alcohol and Tobacco, the 
President, Jules Guerin, called esye- 
cial attention to the falling off in the 
use of both tobacco and spirits, as 
evinced by the serious deficit in that 
department. Additional taxes have 
recently been imposed upon both 
these articles, which, in his opinion, 
would cause a still further decrease 
of their use, 
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IGATION of Arteries. An operative ! 
manual by Dr. L. H. Farrabeuf, Aide 
d’Anatomie a la Faculte, Ancien Interne des 
Hopitaux de Paris. Translated by John D. 
Jackson, M.D., of Danville, Kentucky. 
With engravings; pp. 157. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1874. 

The unpretentiousness of this lit- 
tle volume is no measure of its excel- 
lence. ‘The author desires to inform 
the would-be operator, not only as to 
what is to be done and what is to be 
left undone, but precisely how to do 
the former. After carefully review- 
ing the treatises on operative surgery, 
published in his own country and 
abroad, he proceeds to produce a 
work which does not presume to de- 


scribe all known processes for artery 


ligation, but those preferred by most 


eminent surgeons. In this respect, it 
is an exceedingly valuable and com- 
pendious treatise. 

To Dr. J. D. Jackson, we beg leave 
to extend our thanks and congratula- 
tions. He has demonstrated that 
some good can come out of Nazareth. 


From the host of illy-devised, slov- 
enly-written, poorly-translated works 
of Western and Southern medical 
men, we select his little volume as an 
evidence of the better things of which 
they are capable. It is fairly in an En- 
glish dress, and does not wear the 
garments of a harlequin or a distin- 
guished foreigner. There is nothing 
careless or slip-shod in his version. 
It is, in short, well done. The vol- 
ume is elegantly produced by Messrs. 
Lippincott & Co., and the forty-three 
plates are faultlessly executed, 
“Rari nantes in gurgite vasto,” 





Lectures on the Diseases of Infancy 
and Childhood. By Charles West, M. 
D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians; Physician to the Hospital for Sick 
Children; 5th American; from the 6th 
Revised and Enlarged English Edition. Phil- 
adelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1874; pp. 663. 
Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co. 


This work has been so long and so 
favorably known to the medical pro- 
fession everywhere, that another edi- 
tion calls for little more than a word 
of welcome. Praise is superfluous 
where merit has already gained its de- 
served reward. The perfect clear- 
ness of the style of the author, the 
practical character of his instruction, 
and the completeness of the study of 
each special disease, render the vol- 
ume indispensable to every practi- 
tioner who is called upon to treat 
children. 

Dr. West is now sixty years old, 
and can refer to a period of thirty 
years past, when there was not a sin- 
gle hospital for children in Britain or 
America. If we have to-day institu- 
tions of that character, reared by a 
large-handed liberality, and conducted 
in accordance with a method whose 
progress has almost created a new 
field of medical science, we owe it to 
Charles West, and his co-laborers, in 
the department of Diseases of Chil- 
dren. 


A Treatise on Pharmacy. Designed as a 
text-book for the Student, and as a guide for the 
Physician and Pharmacist, &c., &c. By Ed- 
ward Parrish, Fourth edition, enlarged and 
revised by Thos. S. Wiegand. Chicago: W. 
B. Keen, Cooke & Co. 


Parrish’s Practical Pharmacy has 
long held a high rank amongst works 
on Pharmaceutical Science. Physi- 
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cian and Pharmacist have alike re- 
garded it as the standard on all sub- 
jects of which it treated. 
pleasure, therefore, that we welcome 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


It is with | 


a new edition of this excellent work. | 


After the sudden death of Prof. Par- 
rish, in the fall of 1872, the question 
was often asked: How about the new 
edition of his work? on the prepara- 
tion of which he was known to be en- 
gaged. Considerable uncertainty ex- 
isted on the subject, till it was known 
that Mr. Thos. S. Wiegand, of Phila- 
delphia, had undertaken the onerous 
duty of completing the work begun 
by Mr. Parrish. ‘hat he has care- 
fully and faithfully performed this 
difficult and arduous task, the 
volume before us _ affords 
ple proof. During the decade 
which passed the 
edition was published, many new dis- 


am- 


has since last 
coveries have been made in chemical 


science; many old theories have been 


THE INFLUENCE OF NITROGENOUS 
MATTER UPON THE SECRETION OF 
GASTRIC JUICE.—At a recent meet- 
ing of the Biological Society of 
Paris [| Jour de Therap.|, an explana- 
tion was given, by M. Levin, regard- 
ing experiments tending to prove 
that the introduction of nitrogenous 
matter into the stomach brings to the 
gastric glands certain materials which 
promote the production of the gastric 
juice. Indeed, if two and a _ half 
ounces of some fatty substance, such 
as oil, for example, are placed in the 
stomach of a dog, upon killing the 
animal an hour subsequently, it will 
be found that the liquid in the 
stomach contains but a very slight 
amount of pepsin, and very of- 
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exploded, and many new ones ad- 
vanced. ‘The United States Pharma- 
copeeia has been revised, changing 
many. old formule, and adding nu- 
The new notation 
universally 


merous new ones. 
has also been almost 
adopted. All these points have been 
duly taken into consideration by Mr. 
Wiegand. ‘The latter, that of figur- 
ing out all chemical formule, in ac- 
cordance with the new notation, must 
have been of itself no mean undertak- 
ing. 

The work is divided into six parts, 
with an appendix, and, although con- 
siderably changed in arrangement, 
the general design of the former edi- 
tions has been retained. With these 
few remarks we heartily commend the 
work, and have no doubt but it 
will maintain its old reputation, as a 
text-book for the student and a work 
of reference for the more experienced 
physician and pharmacist. 


ten that it is entirely neutral 
to re-agents. So long as non-nitro- 
genous matter remains in the stom- 
ach, that organ secretes nothing but a 
liquid, which is absolutely destitute of 
gastric juice. It seems that the stom- 
ach has need of albuminoid aliments 
to facilitate its normal action, and to 
allow it to secrete upon its mucus sur- 
face a liquid of active reaction, and 
charged with pepsin. F. J. H. 


THE leaves of the eucalyptus globulus, 
smoked in the form of cigarettes, are 
reported by the French medical jour- 
nals to be efficacious in cases of bron- 
chial and asthmatic affections, 





